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Preservation/Conservation/Beautification –
at Lake Louise Resort, in Banff National
Park, Alberta
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Visa Requirements for Conservation Projects
No work permit is required. Volunteers can come on a tourist visa.

Application Process
For the registration, the applicant must provide the following documents:
- The registration form filled out and signed
- A resume (see the Canadian style resume/cv template in the registration form)
- A motivation letter
Once we have the application form, we can schedule the interview with GI staff.
For some organizations, a criminal record check is required.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Applicants must indicate in what area they would like to volunteer (Wildlife,
Conservation…). We guarantee, under normal circumstances, a placement in a project of this area. The applicant
can indicate which project she/he prefers, but the placement in this specific project is not guaranteed. However,
we will do our best to meet the applicant’s expectations.

Deadlines to Apply – Minimum 8 weeks prior to arrival
GO International Conservation Projects Physical Intensity Levels
The purpose of physical intensity levels is to give potential volunteers a clear idea of what to expect in terms of

the physical aspect of each Conservation project. Potential volunteers should choose the program that best fits

their personal physical level to ensure maximum success for the volunteer (both for enjoyment and safety), their
fellow volunteers and the project outcomes.
Project Name
1A - Lake Louise Project

Physical Intensity Level (5= most intense)
2 to 3

Description of Levels
Level 5: This level requires more physical and psychological commitment than other levels and is suited for
people who are involved in intense activities on a regular basis (like mountain hiking, swimming, mountain

biking, running, skiing or mountaineering). Physical conditioning and consistent exercise to prepare for this
project is mandatory. This level is for persons who could comfortably hike 6+ hours in a day carrying a weighted

backpack (approx. 20 pounds) in mountainous rugged regions, plus project gear or tools such as shovels. This
project will not involve hiking every day, however the daily volunteer projects include heavy lifting, digging,
sometimes working in undesirable conditions like rain/mud, bending, hammering and climbing. Volunteers need
to be coordinated and athletic.
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Level 4: Consistent exercise prior to this project is strongly advised, and is well suited for people who already lead

a healthy and physically active lifestyle. This level is for persons who could comfortably hike 4-5 hours in a day

carrying a weighted backpack (approx. 20 pounds) in mountainous rugged regions. This project will not involve

hiking every day, however the daily volunteer projects include lifting, digging, sometimes working in undesirable
conditions like rain/mud, bending, hammering and climbing.

Level 3: Consistent exercise prior to this project is strongly advised, and is well suited for people who already lead
a healthy and physically active lifestyle. This level is for persons who could comfortably hike or exercise 2-4

hours in a day in mountainous semi-rugged regions. This project will not involve hiking every day, however the

daily volunteer projects include lifting, digging, sometimes working in undesirable conditions like rain/mud,
bending, hammering and climbing.

Level 2: This level is best suited for volunteers who are physically fit, but are not necessarily active on a daily or
weekly basis. Potential volunteers should be comfortable doing a 1 hour hike, in mild terrain. Physical tasks may

include lifting, digging, sometimes working in undesirable conditions like rain/mud, bending, and hammering.
Other tasks may require no physical exertion at all.
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PROJECT 1A – Preservation/Conservation/Beautification
–at Lake Louise Resort, in Banff National Park, Alberta
Welcome to Lake Louise, the proud jewel of Banff National Park and the Canadian Rockies UNESCO World
Heritage Site. The Lake Louise Ski Resort brings this exciting volunteer program to this special region of the
world.
The Lake Louise Ski Resort was the first in the Canadian Rockies to introduce an Environmental Management
Department, which oversees and reports about ‘green’ projects. - Cutting-edge water conservation, waste
management and recycling endeavors, and the supporting of staff in graduate level research. Additionally, its
Educational Services Department develops and supervises its interpretive programs and guided hikes.
THE VOLUNTEER JOB
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience the Canadian Rocky Mountains. International volunteers
will: learn, do, connect, and celebrate together; find personal inspiration and connection to nature, community
and each other; explore and contribute to preservation, conservation and aesthetic resources beautification.
Volunteers take part in activities in Lake Louise in Banff National Park, at the Lake Louise Ski Resort, and with
local groups such as the Friends of Yoho and Kickinghorse Ski Club on Community based initiatives.
Projects include:
• painting and staining,
• reclamation using top soil or sod, seeding and fertilizing,
• help with restoration projects including removal of invasive s[pecies, clean ups, native plantings
• hand pruning maintenance of biking, hiking and cross country ski trails
• planting small trees or shrubs
• placement and maintenance of flower boxes
• mountain clean up
• invasive week control
• vegetation debris removal and hand pruning of small vegetation
• basic trail condition updates
• public safety work
• volunteer assistance at special events
• refurbishing of memorial benches and more!
The volunteer duties depend on the needs of the partners, and every day is a unique experience!
There may be day trips to Banff Field Unit for collaborative projects with the Banff GO International group.
TRAINING AND SUPERVISION
All volunteers will have 1 full day of training in Lake Louise upon arrival including an introduction to the area,
safety presentation, and overview of the types of activities that will take place during the 4 week volunteer
period. The Senior Manager takes the lead in managing the Volunteers during the program and the team
provides daily support and supervision during projects.
HOURS OF WORK AND FREE TIME
Volunteers work 5 days on, 2 days off, 8 hours per day- this is usually Monday-Friday, 9am to 5pm. During their
free time, volunteers can enjoy the beautiful town of Lake Louise and the surrounding area (the town of Banff is
only 45 minutes away). Volunteers are encouraged to get involved in the community and experience the culture
of Lake Louise, Field and Banff.
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IDEAL CANDIDATE PROFILE
Candidates should have strong interpersonal, communications, and problem solving skills, strong ability to work
independently and as part of a team, and be an enthusiastic person who stays positive in less than perfect
circumstances. Candidates should also have a desire to work hard, make a difference, and a willingness to remain
flexible and positive through ever changing project work, locations, and weather conditions.
Volunteers must be physically fit, have proper clothing and hiking gear (footwear must have tread
suitable for trail hiking), and able to do some periodic heavy lifting and hiking in mountain areas. Please
contact the Manager ron.allen@skilouise.com or Team Leader gointernational@skilouise.com if you have
questions about footwear or what to bring. Candidates who come with footwear not appropriate for
mountain activity will be required to buy it or will not be allowed to participate in group activities that
require it.
ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS
Accommodation is provided by the Lake Louise Ski Resort, and volunteers will be accommodated FREE OF
CHARGE in Staff Housing at Charleston Residence, right in the town of Lake Louise. The volunteers will share bed
dorm-style rooms, with spacious and lockable storage in each room (all linen included) and will have access to
laundry facilities. The benefit of being together in the same location is for team-building sharing information. You
will also be within walking distance to the shops and services.
Volunteers are responsible for purchasing their own food and cooking meals at the accommodation and can
shop for groceries and other items in Lake Louise. There will be occasional trips as a part of the program to
Banff/Canmore where there are bigger stores to purchase groceries. You are encouraged to use this opportunity
to stock up.

***Volunteers have the additional bonus of a $200 credit which can be used in many ski hill outlets,
including the grocery store and pub!
TRANSPORTATION TO LAKE LOUISE
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Arriving and departing Lake Louise is the responsibility of the volunteer. We recommend flying into Calgary, and
taking a bus from the Calgary airport and using one of the airport services from Lake Louise back to the airport in
Calgary
Bus from Calgary to Lake Louise & Lake Louise back to Calgary – Brewsters or Banff Airporter: www.brewster.ca
or www.banffairporter.com. There is also the option to take a Moose Travel Company bus tour from Vancouver to
Banff www.moosenetwork.com
Upon first arriving in Lake Louise, volunteers can check in to the Charleston Residence between 8AM – 6PM.
GETTING AROUND LAKE LOUISE
Lake Louise Ski Resort provides a free shuttle bus for staff and volunteers from the Charleston Residence to the
Ski Resort each day. Parks Canada also offers at certain times during the spring, summer and fall very favourable
bus opportunities between Banff and Lake Louise and around Lake Louise. Some are free and some are a modest
fee (approx. $8)
Visa: Working Holiday Work Permit or tourist visa.
PRE-DEPARTURE ORIENTATION: general orientation materials will be sent to the Volunteer via email.

START DATES AND MINIMUM DURATION
Accommodation
Check In

First Day
(Orientation)

Last Day of Work

Accommodation
Check Out

Number of
spots

Sun, June 14
**Special Promo Applies

Mon , June 15

Fri , July 10

Sun, July 12
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Sun, July 12

Mon , July 13

Fri , Aug 07

Sun, Aug 09

7

Sun, Aug 09

Mon, Aug 10

Fri , Sept 04

Sun, Sept 06

7

Sun, Sept 06
**Special Promo Applies

Mon , Sep 07

Fri , Oct 02

Sun, Oct 04
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**June and September Promotion: $200 off registration fee.
Volunteers registering for the program are eligible for a voucher of $50 issued each week for 4 weeks for a total
value of $200 to be used at most Lake Louise shops and services.
Deadline to apply: At least 4 weeks before intended arrival.
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“

I really enjoyed the nature with all the mountains and the
unique lakes. And besides that I loved it to spend time
with people from all over the world and to form friendship
with the other volunteers, which will last for a long time.
Hannah,18,Germany
August 2019

“
“

“It was a really nice experience to be here. It
was fun to meet lots of new people and
travel together.”

”

Annika, 18, Netherlands
August 2019

”

Thanks to this program I’ve found new friends,
made beautiful memories, and by the way the
maple cookies were amazing!
Sarah R, 21, Austria
August 2019

Seeing the wildlife up close was amazing and I’m
really glad that we could see so many different but
beautiful places. I also liked lunchtime.

”

Sarah T, 19, Germany
August 2019
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“

I really liked about the project that you get to see
a lot of cool and beautiful places, which is a more
than good compensation for the work.
Nicolas, 18, Germany
September 2019

“
“

”

I had great time and good experience in Lake Louise. I
learned about environment system, process, plants,
animals etc. They became my new knowledges. Thank
you so much.
Natsumi, 24, Japan
September 2019

”

Thank you for everyone! I could go lots lake and
mountain through this volunteer. I learned nature
of Lake Louise!
Mizuki, 27, Japan
September 2019

”
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“
The volunteer program in Lake Louise was a nice experience for me. I can recommend it to
anyone who enjoys hiding in nature and wants to visit the beautiful landscape in the Banff
National Park…
Every week we saw new places and experienced new things… Since we worked a lot in
nature we also had good chances to see the wildlife, we were lucky and saw some bears.
As you are around the clock with the other volunteers, you grow together very well as a
team and get to know each other better and better. We always had a lot of fun together,
for example, while cooking together or at the car karaoke. Also with our program
managers we had a lot of fun together and they always had an open ear for you if you had
a problem…
I have made new challenges and visited beautiful places and found good friends. I can
recommend it to anyone who may have just finished school and needs a change and for
those who would like to spend time in nature.
Lea, 18, Germany
September 2019

”
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